
Parish Council Meeting 

      June 18, 2020 

           Minutes 

 

Present: Father Steve, Deacon Rick, Chair Paul Peterson, Justine Brilowski, Ginny Williams, Casey Davis, 

Joanna Slattery, Vern Schroth, Bill Fehrenbach, John Eckendorf, Eric Leary, Bob Ostrowski, Susan Zach 

(secretary) 

 

1. Opening prayer, 6:00 pm 

2. Minutes approved as written 

3. Consensus on navigating the Covid-19 pandemic 

A. Council members watched a 4 ½ minute video that parish staff put together for 

parishioners, informing them about how to come back to Mass on July 5.  

B. There will be both an 8:00 am Sunday live-streamed Mass with music, and a 10:00 am in-

person Mass with no music. Those who want to come in-person will register on a first-come 

basis, either on-line or by phone. An invitation to register will go out on July 26. Numbers 

will vary depending on the mix of families who come. For example, our church can hold, 

with social distancing, 72 people who come as couples. 

 

All seating at Mass will be reserved, and masks are required. The priest will come to each person 

in their pew to place the host in their outstretched hands. People will be dismissed by an usher. 

 

Father Steve and Parish Council will decide if in-person Masses will continue based on the most 

recent data about the virus in our state and the number of cases in our county. Direction from 

Bishop Callahan on this matter will also influence these decisions. 

 

C. Long-term impact: 

Vern reported that we ended May in the black. Although our revenues were below our 

expected $ 87K, our expenses were down, largely due to the cut in our subsidy ($ 14K) to 

Pacelli, thanks to their PPP loan. We are still about $ 28K short for our Bishop’s Appeal 

contribution; if this money does not come in before the end of June, we may need to dip 

into our savings. A portal for on-line contributions has been placed on our parish website.  

Paul Peterson has been working on upgrading our technology with the idea that we will be 

live-streaming Mass even after the dangers of the pandemic have passed. Two cameras 

have been purchased for $ 42K, thanks in part to an individual’s donation of $ 20K. (John: 

The more specific the request for funds, the more successful, it seems.) The remainder 

became available from the fund for asbestos abatement which came in under budget. Live-

streaming Masses have kept parishioners in touch. 



Vern observed that parishes that have stayed in touch with parishioners via live-streamed 

Masses and frequent communications from parish staff seem to be doing better financially 

than those who have not during the pandemic. 

4. Guiding the Social Justice Committee in speaking on behalf of Holy Spirit Parish 

All Council members agreed that as Christians we are called to address the persistent and 

harmful problem of racism in this country and in our community. The Council directed the Social 

Justice Committee to review the statement on rejecting racism put forth by the Ad Hoc 

Committee on Racism, and then to forward the statement to the Parish Council for review at its 

July meeting. The Council supports the yard signs that the Ad Hoc Committee has already made 

available to parishioners to pick up and place in their yards (“Seeking Peace by Working for 

Justice, Holy Spirit Parish”). 

 

Deacon Rick reiterated the importance of our setting our parish’s statement and actions on 

social justice issues within the context of Catholic Social Teaching, which affirms the dignity of 

each  person. Rick had forwarded to the Ad Hoc Committee the “Open Wide Our Hearts” 

document from the USCCB in 2018 to read at the time of their first meeting. 

 

It is important that we grow together as a parish as we educate ourselves about the devastating 

effects racism has had on individuals in our community (Susan). The Parish Council endorses the 

listening sessions (via Zoom) idea that the Ad Hoc Committee on Racism has proposed. The 

Council supports the Parish’s Social Justice Committee in taking stands on moral questions such 

as racism which are in line with our reservoir of Catholic social teaching, all the while seeking 

input from as many parishioners as possible when we speak on behalf of the parish as a whole. 

 

Discussion turned to the social justice issue of increased deportations of Hmong and Lao people 

from the USA. Social Justice Committee members joined in May with members of other 

churches and denominations in the community to write letters to federal officials about their 

deep concerns for this official policy. Wisconsin bishops will soon come out with a statement 

which addresses this policy, and the Social Justice Committee will review the statement and 

consider asking parishioners to sign. 

 

Bob brought up the fact that some of those who have been deported have committed crimes.  

We do not know the percentage of the total to be deported because of a crime, but John stated 

that we need to show compassion for the families of those who may have committed the crime. 

Susan stated that it has been very difficult over the years for second generation Hmong and Lao 

youth to cross cultural boundaries between the traditional lifestyles of their parents and 

modern American culture. The Hmong and Lao people are in this country because they fought 

on the side of the US during the Vietnam War, and should they be deported, they would likely  

face harsh consequences. 

5. Parish elections 

Voting will end July 26 for three Parish Council members to serve 3-year terms. 

Casey Davis announced that he will be resigning a year early from Parish Council. Father Steve 

will nominate someone to serve out Casey’s term. 



Father Steve asked council members for advice on the type of person he should nominate as a 

4th council member, in addition to the three elected by the parish. Members suggested persons 

with training in finance or public health, as well as perhaps a person of color. 

6. Next meetings: the group agreed to meet throughout the summer. 

July 16, via Zoom (and possibly with the opportunity to meet in person at the 

Ministry Center for those who choose). 

                             August 20 

 

Meeting adjourned with a prayer by Father Steve, 8:20 pm. 

 

 

 

 


